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From Pastor Pledger

The Miracle of The Eucharist
Matthew 26:26b “Take, eat; this is my body.”
Jesus often spoke in parables and metaphors (or similes). Everything Jesus said was literally true, but His words contained in them a depth of meaning that goes far beyond a surface
understanding.
Jesus said: “Take, eat; this is my body.”
Many will say: “Well and good; a great metaphor, Jesus! I’m not sure how to understand this,
but it sounds so very insightful. . . (I think).
To understand Jesus’ words “Take, eat; this is my body,” takes some prayerful study. What
was Jesus doing as He instituted the Eucharist? Answer: He was celebrating the Passover
with His closest Disciples. Since He was the Rabbi leading the Seder (a word used for the
Passover meal), Jesus Himself would be distributing the matza, the “bread.”
What matza? Matza is a thin, dry, cracker-type yeast-free bread. It looks much like a regular
soda-cracker but larger. Although it’s not a rule as to how big the Matza must be, it is usually
large enough to be broken in two, and also large enough so that several Passover participants would each get a piece.

Matza is not a random cracker however. To use this bread at Passover the bread must conform to certain strict standards, standards set up by faithful Jewish Rabbi’s many centuries
ago (and prior to the birth of Jesus). According to Jewish tradition, the Matza and Messiah
are connected. Regarding the coming Messiah (from the Old Testament perspective), King
David wrote prophetically in Psalm 22:16 “For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers
encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet]— 17 I can count all my bones—they
stare and gloat over me; 18 they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they
cast lots.”

Zechariah also prophesied about what would be done to the Messiah when he
wrote: “And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they
have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns an only son, and they will
weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born” (Zech 12:10)..
Isaiah also wrote prophetically of the coming Suffering Servant of Israel, the One
would be not only sinless, but “pierced” and “striped.” “But He was pierced through
for our transgressions. He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well
-being fell upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).

When Jesus held up the Matza He brought together all of Old Testament history and
most especially he connected the Redeemer Moses with Himself as our ultimate Redeemer. Everything Moses was, Jesus was and more. Every year for thousands of
years the Passover is celebrated in Jewish households. And when Jesus celebrated
Passover on the night He was betrayed, he “modified” the Passover meal.
In essence Jesus said this: ‘See this Matza? See how it’s pierced? That’s ME; I will
soon be pierced! See the stripes? The stripes on the Matza are there so you know
that Messiah will be whipped to within an inch of His life before He is crucified; that
Suffering Servant/Messiah is ME. Note that the Matza is without yeast. You learned
in Hebrew school that yeast is a symbol for sin. That yeast less bread (unleavened
bread) is ME; I Am the sinless One and I will be pierced and striped for each of you.
Take, eat; this is My body.’

Bread is a fundamental food. This is true in our spiritual lives just as much as with our
physical lives. . . more so, in fact. In God’s own mysterious way, He gives us a miracle
every time we receive communion (Eucharist). We Take and eat the very body of Jesus.
How can we understand this? Frankly, I’m not sure, but I believe the words of Jesus when
He said “Take, eat; this is my body.” I take Him at His word and I no more fully understand
this frequent miracle as I understand the concept of “Trinity,” or “Christ died while we were
still sinners,” or “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” I don’t intellectually understand God’s miracles, but I believe every word He says!
There is a LOT more to a Passover Seder, but the bread and the wine in Communion are
something very sacred and important to our spiritual lives. St. Paul writes the words this
way: “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and
said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way
also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
Although no one fully understands the bread/wine becoming body/blood, we believe
God’s words and refer to this mystical union as Real Presence, that Jesus is truly present
“in, with, and under” the bread and the wine.
And simply believe the words of Jesus: “Take, Eat; this is My body.”

–Pastor Phil Pledger
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From the Council
Greetings from Bethany Council
Ephesians 4:11 And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds
and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ
Congregation: Sunday Bible class 2:7 meets at 10am & worship meets at 11am in the
fellowship room, streamed recordings on line at GoBethany.com & to classrooms, &
90.7FM for drive in. Thanks to AV team: Katie Green, Jim Witt, Keith Kondo & others
helping! More volunteers for AV team, ushers, & greeters are needed in order to add a
second earlier Sunday worship service: talk to Don Henrich. Pray for those listed on the
prayer list in the Sunday bulletin. Post new prayers for the list with the church office or fill
out the Sunday card & place in the offering plate. Council is continuing to review recommendations from LCMS district to change Bethany By-Laws. After review, Council will
make recommendations to the congregation. LWML is raising funds to help Ukranian
refugees & collecting cans of food for local food bank.
Outreach: Bethany school reaches children & their families with Jesus love. 147 TK-8,
56 PS (full & part time) children are attending. All Bethany members can reach out to
school families by prayer, volunteering in the classroom, meeting families such as at
chapel on Wednesdays at 8:30am. Your personal invitation helps friends & families learn
about Jesus love for them. Talk to Pastor Pledger to help with outreach.

Strategic Plan: Please pray about how you can help reach the goals outlined in the
strategic plan. (More copies are available in the church office.) New teams are established to work toward the strategic goals to maintain property (Mike Dykes), organize
hospitality (Jeff Rudeen), & plan property improvements (Curt Johnston, Korey Johnson).
Look for Pastor Pledger’s email invitation to participate to help reach goals of the strategic plan.
Praise Report: Sunday School has begun at 10am. Invite children you know who might
be interested. Thanks to on-going efforts of Pat Green & Claudia-Marie & Regina Brown.
Stewardship: Bethany ministries are limited only by the faith of members. God is our
help & salvation. A matching fund was set up to help Bethany reach the strategic goal of
engineering a new worship center. To receive a match from the anonymous donation of
$50,000, simply label your donation “matching”. Talk to Carole Wilson, treasurer, to help
with Bethany finance.
Property: Micah Schmidt plans to provide a Bethany prayer garden as his Eagle Scout
project. Talk to Micah to see what help he needs. Thanks to Hew, James, Korey, & Ron
for tree trimming.
Maintenance needed: replant front patio garden, paint, trim trees, replace 3 parking lot &
10 building eve light bulbs, classroom lights repair, repair field shed & raise field drain,
repair walkway light bollards. Contact Hew Hesterman or Ron Shively to help with
maintenance & projects.

Business Management: Pastor Pledger in cooperation with Dr. Smith & Council
manages Bethany business work flow & records retention: special thanks to Natalie Hart, Diane Irby, Carole Wilson, Curt Johnston, Ron Shively, & Vivian Gomez
(bookkeeper). Finance committee is drafting a budget for 2022-2023 fiscal year.
Contact the team to suggest ways to raise funds &/or suggest expenditures you
think should be included in the budget.
Church council reporting: President Ron Shively, VP Burt Endsley, Secretary Diane
Irby.

Join us for
Palm Sunday Service at 11am
Sunday School– Stations of the Cross at 10am
Maundy Thursday Service at 12pm & 6:30pm
Good Friday Service at 12pm & 6:30pm
Resurrection Sunday Service at 8:30am & 11am
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From the Elders
What a difference a day makes, 24 little hours. Those words sung by Esther
Phillips, sum up the dramatic events and the emotional ups and downs the
followers of Jesus felt in the short period of time we call Holy Week.
Imagine the joy of Palm Sunday as Jesus makes His way in to Jerusalem being
proclaimed the Messiah. Jesus’s disciples at that point did not understand what
was to transpire a few days later. They had a different vision for Jesus as the
Messiah.
So we move to Good Friday. The disciple’s world is shattered, their Master is
dead, all is lost, they are in complete despair. They are hiding in fear, they see
nothing good about that day. They don’t understand God’s plan of salvation.
Now we move to Resurrection Sunday. A day that started with disbelief as the
disciples received word of the empty tomb, then they experience complete joy
when Jesus appears to them and they begin to grasp God’s plan for salvation
for all mankind.
As Christian believers, we understand God’s plan of salvation through the writings of those who witnessed those events. That’s why we can call Good Friday
good. Jesus said on the cross “ it is finished”. The price for sin had been paid.
Then with His resurrection, death was defeated.
God has done it all for us, salvation is a free gift given to each of us through
faith. Embrace God’s free gift and rejoice as we once again celebrate with these
words: “Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!”
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Easter Is Good News for Women (Adapted from an article by Amy Jackson)
The Easter story is so relatable to women in the church. Consider the scene at dawn on
Easter morning. All four Gospels record the story, yet there are some differences. Did you know,
for instance, that each Gospel lists different women discovering the empty tomb?
Matthew lists Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary.” Mark’s account is similar: Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome—another woman. Luke simplifies the story
simply stating “the women” went to the tomb. He later explains that Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James, Joanna, and several other women told the apostles about what had happened.
Yet John notes only Mary Magdalene.
I can imagine the confusion they must have experienced. The 11 disciples had lived under
Jesus’ teaching day in and day out. Then He died a gruesome death right in front of them. What
kingdom had He ushered in? What peace had He brought to the land? How were they supposed to
spread the teachings of a dead man when they feared for their own lives? What in the world were
they going to do?
Into this confusion enter some women disciples, and they explain that Jesus’ body is
gone. Great. How are we going to explain this? The officials will come after us thinking we’ve
taken the body!
Worse yet, a woman’s word was next to useless in their culture. It wasn’t good for the credibility of the movement that the first witnesses were women. It’s no wonder that both John and
Luke record Peter rushing to the tomb to see for himself (John’s account includes both Peter and John rushing to the tomb).
Think about this: It’s the most important day in the new movement that Jesus has started,
and the most important moment is finding the empty tomb. This is the moment that changes everything! Yet no one seems to be able to pinpoint exactly who first found the empty tomb—except
to say that they were women.
In a truly countercultural move, this prestigious honor is given to the faithful women who
followed Jesus. Even if their names aren’t recorded, they go down in history for their important
role, and the witness of women is held up as valuable.
The Easter story speaks especially to us women. First, it reminds us that Jesus is doing a
new thing, bringing new life all around us, and we get to witness that work and be part of it.
Second, we are important to the work God is doing in the world. Just as Jesus calls out
Mary by name (John 20:16), He calls each of us out by name.
Third, God calls women to mighty works, even commissioning us. We each have important
roles to play in God’s kingdom.
Fourth, women matter to God. Deeply, truly, and undeniably.
When I read the Easter story, I see how God’s truth prevails, even though the world tells us
lies. Though the names of the women at the tomb may be forgotten, the fact that this honor was
given to women is perfectly clear.
Laugh with joy as you consider our Father smiling, watching His daughters persevere in
tough situations as we live out the calling He has given us. We depend on the Holy Spirit to move
in us, strengthen us, and compel us to be the people God created us to be.
Easter is certainly good news for women!

LWML PROJECT UPDATES
Our 80 Something projects!
In March you donated 181 cans to FISH! THANK YOU!
April!
We will donate .08, .80, $8.00, $80, $800 extra dollars to the building
fund.
Special envelopes will be provided for your donations.
Mites for Missions
Be sure to fill your Mite boxes!
Our goal of $3800 has been met and exceeded!! Our total collected is
$4,124.67.
Thank you for your support!!!
LWML CNH Convention
June 10-12 – If you are interested in attending, see Carole Wilson for information.

THURSDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Bible study at Terri Denton’s home, 521 Walnut Avenue THURSDAY evenings at
7:00pm.
Please join us!
NEXT MEETING: April 3rd at 12:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE – If you have an idea for a mission project,
please come to one of the LWML meetings. Praise God daily and encourage a fellow sister in Christ through the spoken word, cards, emails, and prayers!
Carole Wilson–LWML President
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Preschool Praises
March was a very busy month for
your preschoolers! We started off
the month with our PJ and Pet
Parade Day! Each of our “pets”
won a very special award!

Then came those tricky Leprechauns!
They made a mess in our classrooms
and hid golden coins on our playground
for us to find!

We love free play time at
school when we can play
with our friends!
We also got a new fishing
for letters puzzle that is a
HUGE hit!

When Daddy gets deployed you sometimes
need big Sissy to come give you extra love
when you are missing him! We are so
blessed that we can see our older siblings
here on campus! Please keep the Padgett
family in your prayers, we have all three of
their children here at Bethany.

April Birthdays

God’s
Blessings
on you!
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Statistical Report– General Offering
Date

Amount

March 6, 2022

$7,551.50

March 13, 2022

$6,782.00

March 20, 2022

$2,340.00

March 27, 2022

$2,906.00

Join us on Sunday Mornings!
10 am for Bible Study
11 am for our Worship Service
1011 Ulatis Drive
OR
Stream the service online at gobethany.com
Contact Us
Church Office: 707-451-6675
Pastor Phil Pledger: 707-451-6675 ex. 14
Or 909-255-1054
natalie.hart@gobethany.com
phil.pledger@gobethany.com

