
Wisdom or Discernment? 

Which do you want?  Which one do you need?


Why not both?!  The Holy Spirit gives us Godly wisdom so we can make choices that are in God’s 
favor, in His will, and in His plan.  It’s been said that God laughs when we tell Him we are not yet 
finished with our plan.


In I Kings chapter 3 vs 9-12, we get a clearer picture of the source of wisdom and discernment 
where, concerning Solomon, it reads,:  9  So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your 
people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of 
yours?”  10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, "Since 
you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of 
your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked. I will 
give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will 
there ever be.” 

Godly wisdom and discernment are given to a believer by the Holy Spirit as a spiritual gift.  It is this 
wisdom and discernment we need to focus on.   A wise person is most certainly also a discerning 
person.  But how can I have this wisdom and discernment?  Here are some bible passages to help 
answer that question:


• Proverbs 9:10  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. - We gain this fear and knowledge by understanding and applying God’s word 
through teaching, study of the Bible, and living a Godly life.  

• 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, ………..  to another 
discerning of spirits. - Here we see that wisdom and discernment can both be given to an individual 
as a spiritual gift. 

• Proverbs 4: 5. Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or swerve from them.  6. 
Do not forsake wisdom, and she will  protect you; love her, and she will watch over you. 7. Wisdom 
is supreme; therefore get wisdom. - Getting wisdom does not come naturally, but requires an 
active effort on our part.  It is supreme!


Wisdom is not knowledge.  Wisdom takes you beyond mere knowledge.   An individual could be 
knowledgeable having acquired various qualifications yet they lack the ability to apply the 
knowledge gained.  A person filled with wisdom from the Holy Spirit is also considered to walk in 
discernment because the application of wisdom also requires one to be able to judge things well, 
separate right from wrong, or distinguish between good and bad.  The Holy Spirit gives the gift of 
discernment to enable Christians to clearly recognize and distinguish between the influence of God, 
Satan, the world, and the flesh in any given situation.


The books of Proverbs, Hebrews, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Songs of Solomon, and Job, are known as 
six books of wisdom in the bible. These books direct Christians to a righteous life, moral behavior, 
and it teaches good conduct through short and simple examples.  Reading or studying these books 
would be a good place to start.  Raising up our children and grandchildren to know these books would 
be an eternal blessing.  



An increased measure of discernment can exist in anyone as a gift where a person is also able to 
speak what is the mind of God, knowing what God would do in a particular situation.  Let's take an 
assessment of our lives and actions.  Are we using Godly wisdom to be discerning in our life?  God 
gives us wisdom to be discerning.  Pray for wisdom and discernment.  James 5:16 says, “The prayer 
of a righteous man is powerful and effective”.  Let us be that “righteous man”, able to discern the 
difference between right and wrong, and then apply it to our lives!


Submitted by the Bethany Elders


