
Called To Serve


In the Bible, the New Testament Greek language for “servant” is διάκονος (pronounced 
diakonos).  From this, we derive the title of “Deacon” or “Deaconess”.  These titles are 
used to distinguish certain individuals as “those who serve”.  Jesus addressed serving 
others in Matthew 20 where he stated to the disciples, “Whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant (διάκονος), and whoever wants to be first must be 
your slave”.  Can anyone be a servant?  The answer, of course, is that every Christian 
should aspire to being “a servant of all”.  However, there are those in the church who 
are “Called to Serve”.  While Elders are called to help the Pastor meet the spiritual 
needs of the church, Deacons and Deaconesses are called to help meet the physical 
needs of the church.

So who are called and what are the requirements?  We are not all called to serve in this 
way.  But, some are called and to those called, they will serve.  The scriptural basis is 
found in Acts 6:7 where it says they must be “Obedient to the faith.”  In 1 Timothy 
3:8-13, Paul says they must be “ worthy of respect, sincere, they must keep hold of the 
deep truths of the faith, and “let these also be tested and found blameless”. 

The titles of deacon and deaconess apply to both men and women.  Paul, in his letter to 
the Romans (16:1) wrote, “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant (διάκονος) 
of the church in Cenchrea”.  The deacon and deaconess do not serve alone.  They 
serve under, and along with, the Elders of the church.

Who qualifies to be a deacon or deaconess?  Consider the following:

• One who recognizes himself as a redeemed child of God
• One who is a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.
• One who is regular in attendance at worship and Holy Communion.
• One who regularly provides financial support (tithing) to the church.
• One who is involved in regular Bible study.
• One who cares about people and has a heart to serve others.
• One who is emotionally balanced.
• One who can approach people positively.
• One who is loyal to the congregation and to the pastor.
• One who is often in prayer.
• One who has a personal life and language that is above reproach.
• One who is teachable and willing to grow.
• One who, by time and action, reveals maturity.

To learn more about the office of deacon or deaconess, you may speak with the Pastor 
or any of the Elders.
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