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President’s Report
Greetings from Bethany Council
[The Lord says] “I am He who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will
sustain you & I will rescue you.” —Isaiah 46:4
Congregation: Staff & Council revised Bethany’s income/expense forecast & five year
plan based on reduced class size restrictions during COVID19. Council recorded a
presentation & proposed a recommendation for voters to approve. Look for an email
from Carole.Wilson@GoBethany.com to prayerfully consider & vote.
Outreach: Bethany school is reaching families with Jesus' love. 124 TK-8 and 25 PS.
Bethany worship continues outdoors & online at GoBethany.com. Pastor Phil continues
a Zoom Bible study & a new member class. Outreach Bible-based classes: parenting,
personal finance, exercise class, Saturday food & craft events need sponsors to
organize. Your personal invitation can help friends & school families learn about Jesus'
love for them. Kevin Shaw holds Bethany Youth Group online & outdoors. Janine
Browne will distribute the Bethany photo directory as soon as it is printed. Talk to Pastor
Pledger to help with outreach.
Stewardship: God continues to bless the Bethany congregation & keeps His work going
forward. $63,660 is matched of the $107K anonymous matching fund!

$300K is still

needed to build preschool buildings C & D. GoBethany.com has a link to mobile cause
options for donations. Thanks for putting the work of Christ first in your plans. Council is
working on documentation to submit for $213K PPP loan forgiveness. Talk to Curt
Johnston (treasurer) to help with Bethany stewardship efforts.
Property Planning: Bethany’s property team, Terra Realty Advisors (TRA), MADI
architects, Swank Construction, IC Engineering Geotech, Phillipi Structural, & Clabaugh
Landscape Design work to complete city review comments on the Ulatis preschool permit
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drawings. Bethany congregation gave the go ahead to construct building C & D when
sufficient dedicated cash is in the bank. All construction timing depends on city permits &
fundraising efforts & pandemic limitations. Orchard property escrow is scheduled to
close October 1. The sale includes free lease back after escrow closes. Look for Ulatis
sanctuary design posted in the Narthex.
Property Maintenance: Ulatis: Thanks to Mark Schmiedeknecht, Doug Connor, Mike
McCall, Korey Johnston, & Ron Shively for trimming vegetation away from the buildings
for pest exterminator access. Contact Mike McCall to help with maintenance & projects.
Business Management: Pastor Pledger in cooperation with Council manages Bethany
business workflow & records retention; special thanks to Natalie Hart, Michelle Aas,
Diane Irby, Curt Johnston, Shawn Sanborn, Carole Wilson, & Ron Shively. Financial
audit is scheduled to begin soon. We meet weekly with US Bank to review Bethany
financials vs. covenants. Due to pandemic financial ramifications, covenants will not be
met without reducing loan payments. Council is exploring refinance options with LCEF &
First Northern bank.
Church council reporting:
Ron Shively – President
Shawn Sanborn –VP
Carole Wilson - Secretary
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From the Elders
In the Gospel of John chapter 17, Jesus points out that His followers are in the world but
not of the world. Paul in Romans chapter 2 says, “do not conform any longer to the
pattern of the world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s good and perfect will is.”
What does this mean for us as we make decisions regarding the upcoming election in
November? As the apostles and early Christians had an impact on the world as they
stood up for their beliefs, we can do the same today.
As Christians our values come from God. We cast away earthly values that conflict with
God’s values. We need to stand up for our values and beliefs at the ballot box. The devil
and his followers work to lead people astray and away from God’s ways. He is the prince
of this world and wants people to follow his ways. The devil wants Christians to be weak,
cower in fear, and remain silent. In Ephesians 12 chapter 6, Paul says to be strong in the
Lord and to put on the whole armor of God. This is so we can stand against the devil’s
schemes. Our struggle is against the spiritual forces of evil.
So, as we consider our vote we should pray to God for his wisdom and will.
Proverbs 2 states, “for the Lord gives wisdom and from His mouth comes knowledge and
understanding.”
As you pray and seek God’s wisdom consider the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Which candidate or side of an issue best supports our Christian values?
Look for candidates who have God as a priority in their lives
Which candidates honestly care about the needs of the people?
Choose candidates who you feel will be righteous, just and fair leaders
Look for candidates who exhibit a high degree of integrity

As we fight this spiritual war, God has given us this avenue to better ensure our leaders
are fighting legislatively on our behalf for our values. There are many tasks which we as
individuals cannot perform for the Lord’s work, but voting, seeking God’s Wisdom, is one
task we can all do for the Lord.
Your Bethany Elders

4

October 2020

LWML

October 2020


Simple Trust: A Spirit of Enthusiasm!
Who invented the smiley face? Massachusetts adman Harvey Ball.
The merger of two insurance companies in 1963 left many employees unhappy. Mr. Ball was
hired to create a spirit of enthusiasm in the newly formed company. In about ten minutes he sketched
out what is now known as the happy face and was paid $45 for his work.
Decades later, the smiley face continues to appear on a host of items. Looking at it brightens us
up. Its simplicity makes it easy to duplicate and adds to its charm.
We can have real smiles on our faces when we remember the God who created us. In fact, He
wants us to be joyful and happy, fully relying on Him to take care of our needs. Jesus, true God, and true
Man gave us this life assurance when He died on the cross for us.
The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy (Psalm 126:3).
The Lord enables you to smile, even in the face of adversity. Use enthusiasm to brighten the lives
of others you encounter in your daily life. Always be willing to share your happiness in knowing your
Savior.
(Adapted from Mustard Seed Devotion, Elaine Bickel, Author.)
YOUR SPECIAL INVITATION: Every Bethany lady is invited to attend and participate in LWML.
We meet the second Sunday of each month. The purpose/goal of our ministry is to provide
opportunities for personal spiritual growth, a richer prayer life, retreat into the Word of God, mission
outreach and encourage growth of time and talents in each person.
THURSDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Bible study at Terri Denton’s home, 521 Walnut Avenue THURSDAY evenings at 7:00pm. We are
studying “The Incarnation.”
MITE CHALLENGE – Bethany’s goal for 2020-2022 is $3800. As of August 31st, Bethany has collected
$889. Exciting news! Grants 1 & 2 have been funded and Grant #3 is up next. Our goal chart is posted in
the Narthex. Praise God for each Mite and please continue to fill those Mite Boxes. Let us show God’s
wondrous work to others!
MEETING DATE – SUNDAY, October 11th.
Put Sunday, October 11th on your calendar. We will hold our meeting at 11:00 am after our Church
service.  We will hold our meeting on the patio.
END OF SUMMER OUTDOOR FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
Thank you to all who attended the LWML sponsored “Movie Night.” There was GREAT support and
attendance!
WINTER WONDERLAND CRAFT FAIR
The LWML craft fair is going to look a little different this year. It will be a ONE DAY event on Saturday,
November 7th, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. If you would like to sign up for a space or have questions,
contact Pat Green at imktzmom@sbcglobal.net or call her at 707-365-3726.
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE – If you have an idea for a mission project, please come to one of the
LWML meetings. Praise God daily and encourage a fellow sister in Christ through the spoken word,
cards, emails, and prayers!
Carole Wilson – LWML President

Help Needed
Looking for one or two people to help
build a stable-like structure for a nativity
scene that will be placed on the school
grounds beginning in December. We
have wooden animals that we will add to
the scene. I would like the stable to be collapsible for storage. Several ideas are
available. Maybe we could get a committee together to really make this a sensational
display that would share our belief in the gracious gift God gave us - JESUS. If you are
interested, please call Pat Green at 365-3726 or email me at imktzmom@sbcglobal.net.
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LWML Family Movie Night was such a blast!!!
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Bethany Youth Ministry Update
We Are Back in Action!
We completed a bike ride on Sunday, September 28th. We met at Butcher Road, rode the bike path
throughout the hills, then had a snack and a devotion. It was really great to see
everyone’s smiling faces and we had a lot of fun.
The youth group has scheduled COVID-safe events this year so we can keep within
social distancing restrictions. We will mask and most events will be held outside.
The most important thing is to be together and praise God about His message.
Also, the youth group will be doing the children’s sermon on a monthly basis this
year. This allows the kids to get out the message of God’s love. If you know any children, let them
know that the children’s message is coming back. You might even see some of the Bethany Puppets
show up. Who knows…
In October, will help out the LWML by making crafts for their Craft Fair. It should be a lot of fun and we
will be helping out the church.
Do not forget we hold Bible Study every Sunday at 11:00 am. This is a good way to stay connected and
learn more about ourselves and God.

Youth Group Fundraiser: In keeping with our tradition, the youth
once again be selling Christmas Wreaths during the month of
All money will be used to support the youth group in our monthly
attendance at the National Youth Gathering in 2022. We will let you
we will sell them this year due to COVID.

group will
November.
activities and
all know how

Finally, be safe, wash your hands, practice social distancing, wear a mask, and pray to God and Jesus.
We will see you all soon!

Youth Ministry Calendar
Bible Study on Zoom
Sundays at 11am
Meeting ID: 810 373 457
Password: youth
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October 11, 1 - 4pm
Help the Body Event
Crafts for Craft Fair
Bethany Church Patio

October 2020

October 18
Children’s Sermon
During the service

2020 – 2021 Bethany Youth Group Calendar
This calendar is tentative and subject to change due to COVID-19.
Every Sunday 11 - 11:45am

Bible Study

October & November

Wreath Fundraiser

October 11: 1 - 4pm

Help the Body Event - make crafts for LWML Craft Fair

October 18

Children’s Sermon

November 7

Help the Body Event - LWML Craft Fair

November 8: 1 - 4pm

Honor God Event - Walk at Pena Adobe Park

November 15

Children’s Sermon

December 13: 1 - 4pm

Help the Body Event - Writing Christmas Cards for Seniors

December 20

Children’s Sermon

January 17

Children’s Sermon

January 17: 6 - 10pm

Honor God Event - Drive-In Movie at Bethany

February 14: 1 - 4pm

Help the Body Event - Community Clean-Up

February 21

Children’s Sermon

March & April

Fun Pasta Fundraiser

March 14: 1 - 4pm

Fellowship Event - Bike Ride

March 21

Children’s Sermon

April 11: 1 - 4pm

Honor God Event - Easter Egg/Scavenger Hunt

April 18

Children’s Sermon

May 16

Children’s Sermon

May 16: time TBD

Fellowship Event - Bonfire at the Hestermans’

June 27: time TBD

Fellowship Event - Outdoor Recreation at Mount Cross
(ziplining/tubing/camping/survivor course)

July 11: time TBD

Fellowship Event - Water Balloons/Water Fights at the Hestermans’

Until further notice, please bring your own snacks and drinks to all events.
Additional fundraiser opportunities and events like puppet ministry may arise during the year.
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Preschool News
Here are some of the fun things we have been doing in Preschool:
We love free choice time when we get to choose an area to play in with a friend.

10

October 2020

We can build blocks, play with manipulatives, or even make a pizza in home living!

By playing we learn cooperation, sharing, problem solving skills, develop our language
skills, and much, much more - we also have had several friends celebrate their birthday
at school already this year!
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October Birthdays

God’s blessings on October Babies!
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Worship Team Schedule

Sunday
Services

Elder
Worship
Assistant

Ushers

Lay Reader

Acolyte

A/V Team

10/4/20
8:30 am

Don Fortin

Doug Conner &
Marv Braa

Carol Schmidt

Don Fortin

Machiko Celli

10/4/20
11:00 am

Don Henrich

The McCalls

Sue Henrich

Don Henrich

Coco
Martinez

10/11/20
8:30 am

Don Henrich

Allen Owens &
Devon Duncan

Paden Duncan

Don Henrich

The Duncans

10/11/20
11:00am

Rick Martinez

James
Quashnick &
Barbara Herman

Sue Henrich

Rick Martinez

The Duncans

10/18/20
8:30 am

Bob Johnston

The Kondos

Carol Schmidt

Bob Johnston

Machicko
Celli

10/18/20
11:00 am

Rick Martinez

The McCalls

Barbara
Herman

Rick Martinez

Coco
Martinez

10/25/20
8:30 am

Don Fortin

Allen Owens &
Devon Duncan

Paden Duncan

Don Fortin

The Duncans

Rick Martinez

Spencer Anthony
& Leland
Hesterman

Ruth Endsley

Rick Martinez

The Duncans

10/25/20
11:00 am
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Statistical Report: August 31- September 27, 2020

Week #

Worship Attendance

General Offering
Weekly Giving

35

8/30/20

Virtual: 27
In Person: 71
Communion: 70

36

9/6/20

Virtual: 41
In Person: n/a

$6,180.00

37

9/13/20

Virtual: 38
In Person: 44

$2,770.00

9/20/20

Virtual: 35
In Person: 78
Communion: 75

$9,185.00

9/27/20

Virtual: 25
In Person: 77
Communion:

$2,829.00

38

39
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$7,221.00

Meet Our Staff
Senior Pastor Dr. Phillip Pledger
Church Administrative Assistant Natalie Hart
School Principal Dr. Chris Smith
Preschool Director Cindy Miller
Fellowship Ministry Cathy Hesterman
LWML Carol Wilson
Properties Mike McCall
Youth Kevin Shaw
Church Council Hew Hesterman
Diane Irby
Curt Johnston
Karen Loewe
Mike McCall
Shawn Sanborn
Ron Shively
Carole Wilson
Elder Board Don Fortin
Don Henrich
Bob Johnston
Rick Martinez
Jerry Miller
Jim Witt
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