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Call to Worship

Pastor: I will praise You, O Lord with all my heart! Before the ‘gods’ I will
sing Your praise.
People: I will bow down toward your holy temple, and will praise Your
name for your love and faithfulness. For You have exalted
above all things, Your name and Your word!
Pastor: May all the kings of the earth praise You, O Lord, when they hear
the words of Your mouth.
People: “May they sing of the ways of the Lord, for the glory of the
Lord is great!” (Psalm 138: 1, 2, 4, 5)

Invocation
Pastor: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen!

Opening Hymn LSB 527 O Savior, Precious Savior (verses 1, 2, 3)

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession
O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto
You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and
justly deserve Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to
me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Prayer of the Day
Lord God, heavenly Father, we most heartily thank You that You have
granted us to live in this accepted time, when we may hear Your holy
Gospel, know Your fatherly will, and behold Your Son, Jesus Christ! We
pray, most merciful Father: Let the light of Your holy Word remain with us,
and so govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may never forsake
Your Word, but remain steadfast in it, and finally obtain eternal salvation;
through Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Scripture Readings

Old Testament
Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32
The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by
quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: “‘The parents eat sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 “As surely as I live, declares
the Sovereign Lord, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. 4 For
everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong
to me. The one who sins is the one who will die.
25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my
way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person
turns from their righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because
of the sin they have committed they will die. 27 But if a wicked person turns
away from the wickedness they have committed and does what is just and
right, they will save their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses
they have committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live;
they will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’
Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?
30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own
ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your
offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the
offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why
will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of
anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live!
Epistle
Colossians 3:1-4
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds
on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory.

Gospel
Matthew 21:23–27
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief
priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are

you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 24
Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell
you by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where
did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” They discussed
it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then
why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are
afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they
answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by
what authority I am doing these things.

Hymn of the Day LSB 685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (vs. 1, 2, 4)

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000605
Tune: Public domain

Sermon Resurrected Living (Colossians 3:1-4)
Creed
The Third Article: Sanctification
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept
me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus
Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly
forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will
raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in
Christ. This is most certainly true.

Offering
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. --Romans
15:13

Closing Hymn

LSB 687 Thine Forever, God of Love (verses 1, 2, 3)

Tune and text: Public domain

Please Pray For:
Debe Wescott- Please pray for pain control

