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President’s Report
Greetings from Bethany Council
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the Lord.”
—Jeremiah 17:7 nkjv
Outreach: Bethany school is reaching families with Jesus' love. 124 TK-8 and 25
PS. Per the Governor’s orders, Bethany worships outdoors. Online services
continue at GoBethany.com. Look for Pastor Phil’s zoom Bible study & new
member class. Outreach Bible based classes: parenting, personal finance,
exercise class, Saturday food & craft events need sponsors to organize. Your
personal invitation can help friends & school families learn about Jesus' love for
them. Kevin Shaw holds Bethany youth group on line. Janine Browne will
distribute Bethany photo directory as soon as printed. Talk to Pastor Pledger to
help with outreach.
Stewardship: God continues to bless Bethany congregation & keeps His work
going forward. $33,560 is matched of the $107K anonymous preschool fund!
$300K is still needed to build preschool buildings C & D. GoBethany.com has a
link to mobile cause options for donations. Thanks for putting the work of Christ
first in your plans. Council is working on documentation to submit for $213K PPP
loan forgiveness. Talk to Curt Johnston (treasurer) to help with Bethany
stewardship efforts.
Property Planning: Bethany property team, Terra Realty Advisors (TRA), MADI
architects, Swank Construction, IC Engineering Geotech, Phillipi Structural, &
Clabaugh Landscape Design work to complete Ulatis preschool city review
comments on permit drawings. Bethany congregation gave go ahead to construct
building C&D when $2.7MM dedicated cash is in the bank. Timing depends on
city permits & fund raising efforts. Orchard property is in Escrow. The sale
includes free lease back after escrow closes until the new church is built. Look for
A2R Architects sanctuary design for Ulatis posted in the Narthex.
Property maintenance: Ullatis: Thanks to Mike, Shawn, Jacque, Darrol, Amy, &
Ron for clearing & planting the cross planter. New touchless hand soap &
sanitizer dispensers are installed. Other repairs such as tree trimming, brickwork
repair, HVAC cleaning & filter replacement, & washroom sink automatic water
valve battery replacement are completed. Contact Mike McCall to help with
maintenance & projects.
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Business Management: Pastor Pledger in cooperation with Council manages
Bethany business work flow & records retention: special thanks to Natalie Hart,
Michelle Aas, Diane Irby, Curt Johnston, Shawn Sanborn, Carole Wilson, & Ron
Shively. Financial audit is scheduled for September. We meet weekly with US
Bank to review Bethany financials vs. covenants. New information from US BANK
is that the Orchard sale proceeds must be used to pay down the loan due to
pandemic risk concerns & reduced loan to collateral ratio. Council is exploring
lower rate refinance options with First Northern, Umpqua, & CITI banks.
Church council reporting: Ron Shively – President, Shawn Sanborn –VP, Carole
Wilson - Secretary
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From the Elders
All Alone
There is a television reality show called “Alone”. In this series, 10
individuals, who are considered contestants, are dropped into a wilderness
area on approximately 5 acres and separated from each other with only 10
survival items, chosen from a list provided by the producer of the show.
They must stay on their assigned 5 acres and have no contact with any
other human. They are to film their own experiences with cameras
provided by the producer of the show. The object is to see who can survive
all alone the longest, living off the resources on their 5 acres. The
individuals face many challenges including building a livable structure,
starting fires when needed, and catching or collecting their own food. They
have a radio in order to contact the show's recovery team when they can
no longer survive alone. Once they “tap out”, they are no longer a
contestant. Some have tapped out after a few days, some after a few
weeks, and some after several months. The last person to survive all alone
is the winner. The record for someone to survive alone is about 75 days
and almost without exception, the contestants quit because they long for
human contact, family & friends.
As Christians, we know that God’s plan was for man to not be alone as
found in Genesis 2:18 where God states, “It is not good for the man to be
alone”. God was also instrumental in setting down specifics for the children
of Israel to follow with instructions concerning gathering together at the
tabernacle, and later on, the synagogue. Today, it is the church. Now, we
know that the church body is made up of those who profess, and live their
life with Jesus as their Lord and Savior, but we also have a “tabernacle’, a
“synagogue”, a church location at which to gather.
So many times we hear people say, or may have thought it ourselves, “Do I
really need to go to church? Can’t I have my own relationship with God
without the need to attend church?” Isn’t the real question “What do you
want or what does God want”? To help answer these questions, we turn to
scripture for guidance. To please God, we must meet together as one
body according to Hebrews 10: 24, where it says, “And let us consider how
we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching”. Amazingly,
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when we take a closer look at this verse, we see that it is our responsibility
to meet together, to spur one another on, to encourage one another. The
phrase, “meeting together”, used in this verse, is translated from the Greek
word ἐπισυναγωγὴν (phonetically pronounced episynagōgēn. You will
recognize the English word “synagogue”. God was very specific with His
expectations. He wanted his children to meet and it was at the synagogue
or some other gathering place. It has not changed for us today.
We are living in unusual times with unprecedented circumstances. In some
cases, it appears that there are forces trying to prevent us from meeting
together. In the midst of this, we must not forget the obvious for the
Christian - God did not intend for us to be all alone and He expects that we
will join together in fellowship as His church and At His church or some
other gathering place.
While the Hebrews 10 reference does not appear to be a command, we
must interpret scripture with scripture. The command to worship comes
from Exodus 20:8 “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy”. Keeping in
mind that there are a multitude of scripture verses that support meeting
together and also on how to worship and fellowship, the conclusion is, we
must find a way to meet in order to “spur one another on with love and
good deeds”, even in the midst of insurmountable circumstances.
In Hebrews 2:12. It says, "I (Jesus) will declare your name to my brothers;
in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.” Wherever
Jesus traveled, He was present in the synagogue on the Sabbath joining
together with the congregation singing praises. Is it our desire to do the
same? We are not called to be all alone.
There is a man who is about 50 years old and lives in Davis. He was born
with cerebral palsy, is confined to a wheelchair, and has only known this
way of suffering his entire life. He longs for the day the Lord will reward his
faithfulness with a new body. Faithfulness - this man has faithfully, for over
30 years, traveled 4 miles one way from his home to church and back….in
his wheelchair. In the cold of winter, in the rain, in the heat of summer. His
love for the Lord and his devotion to the body of Christ is his driving force.
Nothing can stop the Lord from doing His work. This man is an unwavering
witness to all who know him.
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This message is not intended for those who are restricted from attending
worship due to Covid 19, but it is intended to encourage us all to be faithful,
as God directs.
Submitted by the Bethany Elders

Thank you! I want to thank everyone for the calls, cards, flowers & food that
was received. We have been truly blessed with the outpouring of love, support
and prayers at our loss of Fred. We continue to feel the comfort and peace
that we can only receive from our Lord. Carol Schmidt & family.
Thank you, Carol

A big thank you to the second Tuesday Birthday group:
What a surprise on Wednesday morning (8/26) to find my front yard
decorated with balloons, happy birthday place cards, and on my porch gifts,
cards, flowers, and a beautiful quilt with a cross. It was hard to hold back the
tears. Thank you all for a beautiful surprise Birthday that I’ll never forget.
God bless you all!
-Shirley Helmich
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September 2020
Unique!
He has created us in Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good works that he
has prepared for us to do. Ephesians 2:10b
Carol Reis, President of the LWML Oregon District received a Mustard
Seed Devotion booklet, Trust and Talents. I n it, she found a devotion that
had been written especially for her! The first line said, “Jill stared in the
mirror, examining her limp hair and not-so-perfect teeth. Why can’t I have
______________?” (Fill in your own words.)
This really hit Carol and she responds: We usually compare ourselves to
others, and not always in the best way. The devotion continues, “God
didn’t use a cookie cutter when He created us.” God created each of us as
a unique individual to fulfill the plans He has for us.
Remember you are a special unique child of God. He has plans for you!
YOUR SPECIAL INVITATION: Every Bethany lady is invited to attend
and participate in LWML.
We meet the second Sunday of each month. The purpose/goal of our
ministry is to provide opportunities for personal spiritual growth, a richer
prayer life, and retreating into the Word of God. We value, accept, and
encourage each other in Christ. We strive to help each woman grow in her
relationship with others and to use her God-given talents and gifts.
MONDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Our Bible study at Terri Denton’s home will resume THURSDAY,
September 10th. We will be studying “The Incarnation.”
MITE CHALLENGE – Bethany’s goal for 2020-2022 is $3800. Exciting
news! Grants 1 & 2 have been funded and Grant #3 is up next. Our goal
chart is posted in the Narthex. Praise God for each Mite and please
continue to fill those Mite Boxes. Let us show God’s wondrous work to
others!
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MEETING DATE – SUNDAY, September 13th.
Put Sunday, September 13th on your calendar. We will hold our meeting at
11:00 am after our outdoor Church service.  We will hold our meeting on
the patio.
END OF SUMMER OUTDOOR FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
LWML sponsoring a “Movie Night” for everyone. Friday, September 18th,
6:30-9:30pm at our Ulatis campus! Free admittance. Bring your chair or
blanket. We will be selling popcorn, drinks, candy, and food items.
WINTER WONDERLAND CRAFT FAIR
The LWML craft fair is going to look a little different this year. It will be a
ONE DAY event on Saturday, November 7th, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. If
you would like to sign up for a space or have questions, contact Pat Green
at imktzmom@sbcglobal.net or call her at 707-365-3726.
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE – If you have an idea for a mission
project, please come to one of the LWML meetings. Many joyful hands are
an asset and doing the Lord’s work is rewarding. Praise God daily and
encourage a fellow sister in Christ through the spoken word, cards, emails,
and prayers!
Carole Wilson – LWML President
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Bethany Youth Ministry Update – Back To School
Well the youth of the Youth
Groups started school at the end
of the August. However, we got
interrupted with the fires.
Anyways, we are back to school
learning and loving Christ.
We are “really” hoping we can get together real soon, this COVID-19 stuff
is getting old…..
Anyways, we are still meeting on every Sunday, however our numbers
have gone down, but we are still studying about the love of God and Christ.
We are currently studying about Students and Teachers.
ANNOUNCEMENT:  Due to COVID-19, we have cancelled our Mt. Cross
Event for September. We were hoping to be doing ziplining and the ropes
course. It will definitely be on the schedule once this COVID thing is over.

The Bethany Youth Group needs everyone’s help!
We need the help of Parents and the Congregation on ways we can get
together and have some fun. We have tried to do online Trivia and some
events, but participation has been very small. We need some ideas to
engage the youth during these times. I have a feeling the youth at getting
tired of ZOOM meetings, but who isn’t. But we need to engage the Youth
in activities with the Church, especially during these times. The Youth
needs to know that God and Jesus still love them and are there for them. If
you have any ideas to help us out, please let me know. I am open to any
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ideas, even if it is crazy…. You can contact Kevin Shaw, Youth Ministry
Coordinator at nafl@nafl-usa.com or 707-628-8347.
Finally, be safe, wash your hands, practice social distancing, wear a mask,
and pray to God and Jesus. We will see you all soon!
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bethany Youth Ministry Event Calendar
Bible Study - Every Sunday Morning at 11:00 am on ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810373457?pwd=Uzl3cWcrNzMrM01TWmMyW
kY0WTg2dz09
Meeting ID: 810 373 457
Password: youth
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Preschool News
Our preschoolers are settling in and are off and running. They are
excited to experience all the fun activities at preschool.
Our theme this month is “All About Me and Make New Friends.”
Our Bible curriculum this year is One In Christ! We are looking
forward to chapel with Pastor Pledger as well!
Miss Cindy
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We LOVE Preschool at Bethany Lutheran!!!
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September Birthdays

God’s blessings on September Babies!
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Statistical Report- August 2-23, 2020
Week #

Date

Worship
Attendance

General Offering
Weekly Giving

31

8/2/20

Virtual- 35
In Person-

$9,170.00

32

8/9/20

Virtual- 43
In Person- 90

$3,101.00

33

8/16/20

Virtual- 53
In Person-

*with 8/23

34

8/23/20

Virtual- 59
In Person- n/a

$13,573.21

Average weekly attendance for current calendar year:

Meet Our Staff
Senior Pastor- Pastor Phillip Pledger
Church Administrative Assistant- Natalie Hart
School Principal- Dr. Chris Smith
Preschool Director- Cindy Miller
Bethany Church Council- Hew Hesterman, Diane Irby, Curt Johnston, Karen Loewe,
Mike McCall, Shawn Sanborn, Ron Shively, Carole Wilson
Bethany Elder Board- Don Fortin, Don Henrich, Rick Martinez, Jerry Miller, Jim
Witt, Bob Johnston
Fellowship Ministry- Cathy Hesterman
LWML- Carole Wilson
Properties- Mike McCall
Youth- Kevin Shaw
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