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Call to Worship 
Pastor:      Now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far away have been 
                  brought near, through the blood of Christ! For He Himself is our 
                  peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the 
                  barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.  
People:     Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but 
                  fellow citizens with God’s  people, and members of God’s 
                  household! 

 
Pastor:     “Dear brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
                  Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for 
                  us through the curtain, that is, His body.” 
People:     Then let us draw near to God with a sincere heart, in full 
                   assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse 
                   us from a guilty conscience, and having our bodies 
                   washed with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:19, 20, 22) 
 
Invocation 
Pastor: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
                  Spirit! 
People: Amen.  
 
Opening Hymn LSB 507 Holy, Holy, Holy (verses 1, 2,4) 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 

CONFESSION 
Pastor: People of God! Sometimes we hide the joy of our faith under a 
             bundle of excuses. More often than we wish, the whole point of 
             Christianity is lost—that God loves us with a love that can change 
             our day-to-day existence into a wonderful experience of joy, peace, 
             and unity with others. We get so involved in the crude pettiness of 
             life, that the big picture of God’s being in control, working to make 
             all things for our good for those who love Him, is over shadowed. 
             Let us confess all our sins, and all Him to bring us His joy again. 
All:       Lord God, I confess that I’m not always open to You. So often 
            I’m miserable in life because I try to live without You. I confess 
            that I have failed to take your word seriously. Forgive me for all 
            my sins of thought, word, and deed. Strengthen my faith in 
            Your promises. Help me to release my doubts and to trust You 
            complexly. I can’t do that without the guidance of Your Holy 
            Spirit. Hear this prayer for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  
 
ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: God’s inspired Word assures us: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
             creation. The old has gone and the new has come. All this is from 
             God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ.” (2 Cor. 5:17-18) 
             This is His Good News for you. Through repentance and faith in 
              Christ Jesus, your sins have been forgiven. This is God’s solemn 
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              promise, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
              Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, heavenly Father: You are merciful, and through Christ 
promised us that You will neither judge nor condemn us, but graciously 
forgive us all our sins, and abundantly provide for all our wants of body and 
soul: We pray that by Your Holy Spirit You would establish in our hearts a 
confident faith in Your mercy, and teach us also to be merciful to our 
neighbor, that we may not judge or condemn others, but willingly forgive all, 
and, judging only ourselves, lead blessed lives in Your fear; through Your 
dear Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Old Testament:                                                                      Isaiah 55:1-5 
1“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on 
what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you 
will delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give ear and come to me; listen, that you 
may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love 
promised to David. 4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a 
ruler and commander of the peoples. 5 Surely you will summon nations you 
know not, and nations you do not know will come running to you, because 
of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with 
splendor.” 
 
Epistle:                                                                    Romans 9:1-5 
9 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it 
through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in 
my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of 
Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the 
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covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of 
the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 
 
Gospel:                                                                 Matthew 1:19-24 

19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet[a] did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus,[b] because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 

 
Message: Courage, the Story of Joseph 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ✠ 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+1%3A+19-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23164a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+1%3A+19-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23166b
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OFFERING 
 
GENERAL PRAYER 
 
Communion Hymn  LSB 687 Thine Forever, God of Love (verses 
1, 2, 3) 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

  

 

✠ SACRAMENT ✠ 
PREFACE 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
         places give thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father; almighty and 
         everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 
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         us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 
         shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
         into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we 
         might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 
         lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 
         sin and death and will rise again to new life.  
C: Amen! 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 

22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
             bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
             the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ✠ body, which is 
given 
             for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
             In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
              had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
             you; this cup is the new testament in My ✠ blood, which is shed for 
             you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
             remembrance of Me.” 
 
Pastor: Sanctified and kept in the one true faith, we pray the prayer Jesus 
             taught us. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymns (as time permits) 
LSB 537 Beautiful Savior 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

  

 
LSB 618 Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 
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Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000605 

  
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
             through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
             You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
             in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, 
             our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
             God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may do his 
will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21 ) 
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CLOSING HYMN LSB 924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 
 
 


