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President’s Report
Greetings from Bethany Council
Jesus said: “whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for me will find it” Matt 16:25. When we lose our life to Jesus, we
have it back forever with Him.
Congregation Meeting:  Congregation is voting on line (due to COVID19
pandemic) for council, congregation meetings minutes, & 2020-2021 budget.
Tally is scheduled for June 28.
Outreach: Bethany preschool is in summer session reaching families with Jesus
love. 2020-2021 school registration: 99 TK-8 + 21 in process, 24 PS + 9 in process.
Bethany worship services are back in church & are on line at GoBethany.com
thanks to efforts of Pastor Pledger, elders, Katy Green, Libby Stringer, & other
Bethany members. Pastor Phil’s zoom Bible study of Philippians is very
interesting: all are invited. Outreach Bible based classes: parenting, personal
finance, exercise class, Saturday food & craft events need sponsors to organize.
Your personal invitation can help friends & school families learn about Jesus' love
for them. Kevin Shaw holds Bethany youth group on line. Janine Browne will
distribute Bethany photo directory after adding photos of Pastor Phil, Cindy &
anyone else who desires a photo. Talk to Hew Hesterman to help with outreach.
Stewardship: God blesses Bethany congregation & keeps His work going forward.
Bethany members donated $107K matching fund toward the new preschool!
$19,280.50 is matched! $300K is still needed to build preschool buildings C & D.
GoBethany.com has a link to mobile cause options for donations. Thanks for
putting the work of Christ first in your plans. Council realized that Bethany needs
help during the pandemic when tuition & offerings declined. Bethany 1% interest
forgivable PPP loan, through First Northern Bank, funded $213K for May & June
payroll, utilities, mortgage interest & then will be forgiven by the federal
government. Talk to Curt Johnston, treasurer, to help with Bethany stewardship
efforts.
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Property Planning: Bethany property team, Terra Realty Advisors (TRA), MADI
architects, Swank Construction, IC Engineering Geotech, Phillipi Structural, &
Clabaugh Landscape Design work to complete permit drawings. Bethany
congregation gave go ahead to construct building C&D when $2.7MM dedicated
cash is in the bank. Timing depends on city permits & fund raising efforts.
Orchard property is in Escrow. The sale includes free lease back after escrow
closes until new church is built. God continues to bless Bethany: consider $700K
net insurance proceeds + $600K for 2 houses + $2.4MM = $3.7MM for Orchard
property. A2R Architects is producing a new sanctuary rendition for Ulatis.
Orchard Preschool fire remediation: AT&T pulled in new optical fiber cable & cut
it over. Electrical is maintained in place. Asbestos remediation is complete &
building is demolished down to slab with utility enclosure left in place, ready to
stucco.
Property maintenance: Orchard: Thanks to Bethany preschool teachers for
sorting materials stored in FH for sale. Thanks to all who helped with the parking
lot sale June 20. Shed has new asphalt shingle roof & dry rot is repaired.
Fellowship hall East offices need to be vacated July 15 for VUSD to paint & install
new carpet. Contact Mike McCall to help with maintenance & projects.
Business Management: Council manages Bethany business work flow & records
retention: special thanks to Natalie Hart, Michelle Aas, Diane Irby, Curt Johnston,
Shawn Sanborn, Carole Wilson, & Ron Shively. Meeting weekly with US Bank
helps ensure tax exempt bond finance covenants are met. Refinance options are
being explored with First Northern, Umpqua, & CITI banks.
Church council reporting: Ron Shively – President, Shawn Sanborn –VP, Carole
Wilson - Secretary
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From the Elders

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Declaration of Independence
How true do these words resonate with you? The document used to
communicate and establish the independence of this country is based
on solid principles that are the foundation for the freedom we
experience in this nation today.
All men are created equal
We are all sinners not worthy of our Father’s kingdom. Yet we are all
saved by grace through faith in the one and only true savior, Jesus
Christ, our Lord. We are created to do good works.
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But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is
by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can
boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Ephesians 2:4-9
They are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights
God created the universe and all things in it. He has created us in his
image and welcomed us to dwell with him in his house for eternity.
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he
created them;
male and female he created them.
Genesis 1:27
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him
you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives  by his Spirit.
Ephesians 2:19-22
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That among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness
Christ is the bread of life. God’s grace and mercy have provided us
freedom from sin and the liberty to praise and glorify him. And only
in the love of God can we be truly happy.
"The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at
the outward appearance,
but the LORD looks at the heart"
1 Samuel 16:7
“Anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks
around in the darkness.
They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has
blinded them”
1 John 2:11
“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you”.
John 15:12
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use
your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly
in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Galatians 5:13-14
Glory Be to God
Your Bethany Elders
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JULY 2020
HOW LORD, CAN I BE CONTENT? Is your cup half full or half empty? Do rose bushes
have thorns, or do thorn bushes have roses? It is all a matter of outlook, isn’t it? The
story is told of a poor woman who wore only one glove on a freezing day. Someone
commented sadly, “Oh, I’m so sorry you lost a glove.” “Oh, no,” the woman replied, “I
found a glove!” Her attitude made a big difference.
When St. Paul wrote many of his letters, he was incarcerated. Do prisoners usually write
letters of advice and encouragement? Are they serving their sentences while saying, “I
am content here”? Probably not!
The contentment Paul experienced was God’s gift, a gift that began when He called Paul
to Himself on the Damascus road. He calls us today, offering us faith to trust Him and
the gift of an attitude of praise.
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD … is my strength and
my defense; he has become my salvation (Isaiah 12:2–3 NIV 2010).
Pray our Lord God will forgive our dark thoughts and sour attitudes. Give us faith to see
His blessings and help us be content with our lives.
WOMEN’S RETREAT- SAVE THE DATE!!! “SOUL” FOOD TO BE RESCHEDULED
We are still planning our Women’s retreat. The date has change because of COVID19
restrictions. Stay tuned for updates.
CHRISTMAS IN JULY – The month of July will be a chance to add to the Matching Fund.
Generous members have donated $107,000 to be matched. There will be a collection
box in the Narthex and at the Church exit. Let us make July an incredibly special month!
YOUR SPECIAL INVITATION: Every Bethany lady is invited to attend and participate in
LWML
The purpose/goal of our ministry:

To provide opportunities for personal spiritual

growth, a richer prayer life, and retreating into the Word of God. We value, accept and
encourage each other in Christ. We help each woman to grow in her relationship with
others and to use her God-given talents and gifts.

MONDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Our Bible study will begin meeting again on July 6th at 7:00 pm at Terri Denton’s home.
Please bring you masks and let us get back into our Bible!
MEETING DATE – SUNDAY, July 5th
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Our schedule has been continually put on hold, but please put Sunday, July 5th on your
calendar. We will hold our meeting at 12:00 noon. Provided the weather is not too hot,
we will hold our meeting on the patio. This will be an important meeting! We will be
distributing our yearly funds and hold yearly elections.
LWML ELECTIONS – LWML is looking for ladies to serve as leaders. Please prayerfully
consider this opportunity to use your talents. Positions open are: President, Secretary,
Treasurer. If you are interested, contact Carole Wilson, or come to our meeting.
CNH DISTRICT CONVENTION held online voting in June. The grant voting was
completed, thanks to the enormous effort of the District committee. The 2020-2021
Mission Goal is $248,000 with 22 grants. Bethany’s goal is $3800.
MITE CHALLENGE – Bethany’s new goal is $3800. The goal chart will be posted in
mid-July and the new grant list will be included. Praise God for each Mite and please
continue to fill those Mite Boxes. Let us show God’s wondrous work to others!
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE – If you have an idea for a mission project, please come
to one of the LWML meetings. Many joyful hands are an asset and doing the Lord’s
work is rewarding. Praise God daily and encourage a fellow sister in Christ through the
spoken word, cards, emails and prayers!
Carole Wilson – LWML President
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Bethany Youth Ministry Update – Summer
The youth group is hanging in there. The Youth group is still meeting every week
via Zoom and doing a bible study. Thank you all that are doing it. We have a good
time and we study the word of god. Kudos goes to Pastor Pledger for spending
some time with the youth. We really enjoy his participation.
The Youth Group is taking a break over the Summer Time. Once restrictions are
lifted, we will send out invites so we all can get together. We are hoping to meet
as a group sometime in August. In the meantime, we just made a puppet video
for the children’s sermon and we are still meeting every Sunday on Zoom, the link
to the Zoom Meeting is below.
SAVE THE DATE – We rescheduled our Mt. Cross Event where we will be doing
ziplining and the ropes course. We will be going on Sunday, September 20th. This
is an all-day event and will include lunch.
Be safe, wash your hands, practice social distancing, and pray to God and Jesus.
We will see you all soon!
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bethany Youth Ministry Event Calendar
Bible Study - Every Sunday Morning at 10:00 am on ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810373457?pwd=Uzl3cWcrNzMrM01TWmMyWkY0
WTg2dz09
Meeting ID: 810 373 457
Password: youth
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Preschool News
Our boys and girls have been enjoying some “Fun in the Son” this summer!
We’ve been planting and watching our garden grow, observing creepy crawlers,
learning about God’s Galaxy, eating S’mores on our camping adventures, and
much more. A big thank you to Tina and Eloise for providing all the fun and great
activities our children have experienced.
A great BIG thank you to Pat Green and the boat load of volunteers who helped
make our parking lot sale a big success. We were able to clear out the Fellowship
Hall offices and storage areas in order for Vacaville Unified School District to
move in. Come on by. There are still items for sale as well as plenty of kitchen
items.
I t was a bitter, sweet day, Monday, June 22nd as we watched our beloved
preschool building come down. Lots of happy memories were shared as a few
past teachers stopped by to watch. We are looking forward to a brand new
preschool to be built on the Ulatis campus in the near future.
In His Service,
Cindy Miller

The kids LOVED making “S’mores” mix for camping week. And they love
riding their trikes in the courtyard and seeing Miss Cindy, Miss Paula, and
Dr. Smith!
July’s themes are: God Bless America, Under the Sea, Down on the Farm,
Going to the Zoo, and Oh the Places You Will Go
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Preschool Building Demo
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July Birthdays

God’s blessings on June Babies!
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Statistical Report- May 31- June 30, 2020
Week #

Date

Worship
Attendance

General Offering
Weekly Giving

22

5/31/20

Virtual- 102

$11,240.00

23

6/7/20

Virtual- 72

*Combined with
6/14

24

6/14/20

Virtual- 51

$12,006.00

25

6/21/20

Virtual- 47

$3,706.00

26

6/28/20

Virtual-

$2,613.00

Average weekly attendance for current calendar year: 128

Meet Our Staff
Senior Pastor- Pastor Phillip Pledger
Church Administrative Assistant- Natalie Hart
School Principal- Dr. Chris Smith
Preschool Director- Cindy Miller
Bethany Church Council- Janine Browne, Hew Hesterman, Diane Irby, Curt Johnston,
Karen Loewe, Mike McCall, Shawn Sanborn, Ron Shively, Carole Wilson
Bethany Elder Board- Don Fortin, Don Henrich, Rick Martinez, Jerry Miller, Jim Witt
Fellowship Ministry- Cathy Hesterman
LWML- Carole Wilson
Properties- Mike McCall
Youth- Kevin Shaw
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