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Invocation
Pastor: The Living Lord is here! Come, worship Him and receive His power
and a new beginning for your lives!
People: Lord, we bring to You our broken dreams and unfulfilled
hopes. We need Your forgiveness and healing. By faith in
Your Son, make us new creations. Amen!
Pastor: Praise the Lord!
People: Praise God in His sanctuary. Praise Him in His mighty
heavens.
Pastor: Praise Him for His acts of power. Praise Him for His surpassing
greatness.
People: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Amen!
Pastor: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen!

Opening Hymn

Tune and text: Public domain

LSB 349 Hark the Glad Sound (verses 1, 2, 4)

Confession
Pastor: Arise, shine, for your light has come,
People: and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
We take a moment for silent prayer and meditation upon God’s Word.
Pastor: Almighty God, thick darkness covers the whole earth, and the
darkness of sin is on us, Your people.
People: We confess that we have walked in darkness instead of Your
light. In our thoughts, words, and actions, we have turned
away from Your face and have broken Your commands.
Pastor: You alone, O Lord, invite all nations to come to Your light. You
beckon those who are broken to find wholeness in the brightness
of Your rising.
People: Guide us again to the mercy of our Savior Jesus Christ, that
He may dispel the darkness of our sin and renew us in the
light of Your presence. Amen.

Absolution
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for\
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
O God, You have prepared for those who love You such good things as
surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love toward You, that
we may love You above all things, and lead us, by faith, to Your eternal
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ, Your

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true
God, now and forever. Amen.

Scripture Readings
Old Testament

Deuteronomy 7:6-9

6 For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has
chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people,
his treasured possession. 7 The Lord did not set his affection on you and
choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you
were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But it was because the Lord loved you and
kept the oath he swore to your ancestors that he brought you out with a
mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he
is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations
of those who love him and keep his commandments.

Epistle

Romans

8:28-39

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those
he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he
justified, he also glorified. 31 What, then, shall we say in response to these
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare
his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with
him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against
those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the
one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who
was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship

or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is
written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel

Luke 1:46-55

46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior, 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his
servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty
One has done great things for me— holy is his name. 50 His mercy
extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 51 He has
performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are
proud in their inmost thoughts. 52 He has brought down rulers from their
thrones but has lifted up the humble. 53 He has filled the hungry with good
things but has sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant
Israel, remembering to be merciful 55 to Abraham and his descendants
forever, just as he promised our ancestors.”

Hymn of the Day

LSB 374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon Wisdom, The Story of Mary
Creed

Luther’s Meaning to the 2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed
me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins,
from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with
His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I
may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.

Offering
Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. --Romans
15:13

Closing Hymn

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 387 Joy to the World (verses 1, 4)

