
Take A Moment To Thank A Veteran 

 

When you see someone in a uniform, 
Someone who serves us all, 

Doing military duty, 
Answering their country’s call, 

 
Take a moment to thank them 

For protecting what you hold dear; 
Tell them you are proud of them; 

Make it very clear. 
 

Just tap them on the shoulder, 
Give a smile, and say, 

"Thanks for what you’re doing 
To keep us safe in the USA!" 

 
By Joanna Fuchs 
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On the first day of November, the Christian Church     
celebrates “All Saints Day”.  It is a time to focus on those 
who faithfully served the Lord, Jesus, while on their 
earthly journey and are now in Heaven around the 
Throne of God. 
 
In this month of thanking God for providing food,     

shelter, peace and many material blessings in the United States, it is also 
good to “pause” and give thanks to the Saints that have impacted our life 
and encouraged us in our walking for Jesus in our Christian Life. 
 
Sometimes these Saints are the ones that “jump out” of the pages of the 
Bible.  Saints of the Old Testament like: Abraham, Jacob, Joseph,    
Deborah, King David, Elijah, and Esther.  And Saints out of the New 
Testament: Mary, Joseph, Peter, Paul, Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and 
Martha, to name a few.  Some are found in Church History: Dr. Martin 
Luther.  And some are those who touched your lives “in the here and 
now” but are now with the Lord, Jesus, in Glory. Those are Christian 
Moms and Dads, Grandparents, Spouses, Children, Pastors and     
Teachers, and many more servants of God. 
 
All these Saints went through both good times and bad times.  Some of 

their circumstances were terrible, but they remained faithful to God and 

were continually filled with His Hope and Strength.  In fact, in the most 

difficult of situations, they served God faithfully and looked to their 

Home in Eternity with certainty.  They knew and believed God was 

faithful to His promises, forgiving, merciful, and that He loved them.  

That kept them going…as well as God’s Spirit within them…no matter 

what circumstances they found themselves in each day. 

Think about Joseph serving faithfully as he was in prison after the       

Potiphar problem.  Then, he was forgotten by the men he interpreted 

dreams for when they asked for his help.  How discouraging that must 

have been!  But God had Bigger Plans than he ever imagined!  Two 

years later, Pharaoh had a dream and the Chief Cupbearer remembered 

Joseph and the Pharaoh sent for Joseph. Joseph became second to only 

Pharaoh in Egypt (Gen 41). God used him even when he was sold into 

slavery by his brothers and during his imprisonment.  God molded     

Joseph into the person he needed to be.  God used Joseph to save Egypt, 

Israel and many nations from starvation.  As Joseph stated to his     

brothers in Gen. 45:4-5 “… I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold 

into Egypt!  And now do not be distressed and do not be angry with 

yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God 

send me ahead of you.” … vs8 “So then, it was not you who sent me 

here, but God.” 

Continue to Next Page 
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Continued from Previous Page 
 
I do not know about you, but Joseph still encourages me and inspires me to live for the Lord, Jesus, 
when it is easy and when it is tough.  I praise God for that witness from the pages of the Holy Bible!  I 
give thanks for Joseph and all the other Saints who are examples of faith to me and many others.   
These witnesses, surely help us to follow their example as Apostle Paul writes, “Be joyful always; pray 
continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”                     
I Thessalonians 5:16-18. 
 
Again, we are reminded by the writer of Hebrews in Hebrews 12:1-3: “Therefore, since we are            
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on     
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured such opposition 
from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 
 
Stay focused on Jesus and His Love for you!  Think about the Faithful Saints and their examples. God, 
the Holy Spirit will enable your heart to give thanks and be filled with Joy from above in all                
circumstances, just as He did in the Saints we are remembering with thankfulness. 
 
May God’s Joy and Thankfulness always be in your hearts and minds, 
Pastor Greg Stringer 

Announcements: 
 
I wanted to share with you a blessing that came to our congregation.  We received a birthday card that 
was for an anonymous person’s 40th Birthday Celebration.   It had a gift of $10.00 in it for our general 
treasury. 
 
The person who did this was moved by God to send a card to 40 Christian Congregations with a gift of 
$10.00 and a blessing for us.  We were the 34th of 40th congregations on the person’s list. 
A paraphrase of Ephesians 3: 20-21 was shared in the card.  It reads, 
 
“I pray that Christ Jesus and the Church will forever bring praise to God.  His power at work in us can 
do far more than we dare ask or imagine.” 
 
This is both a blessing to us and a nice idea, so I wanted to pass it on to all of you.  We give thanks     
unto the Lord, Jesus, and ask that God would remind us all of this promise in Ephesians. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Katy Green has faithfully been serving as our Sunday School Superintendent, since I came on staff as a 
Pastor, here at Bethany and for this we are very thankful to her and to God!  Katy needs to lighten up 
her responsibilities, so she will serve us through this school year as our Sunday School Superintendent, 
but then needs to have another individual take on that important role for the children of Bethany.  Katy 
would love to work with a person who wants to serve Jesus in this way and help them learn this role 
alongside her for the rest of this school year.  I am asking all of our members to prayerfully consider, if 
you may be the one to step into this important ministry role.  If God lays this on your heart to do this 
important task, please speak to Katy Green and myself.  If God puts a fellow member on your heart, 
please speak to the member, and then also to me and Katy Green, and we will pray together for God’s 
direction in this matter. 
 
Pastor Greg Stringer 
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Greetings from your church council, 
 
Jesus said "I am the vine, you are the              

branches.” When we are connected close to Jesus, 
He will produce fruit through us.  Jesus said we can 
move mountains! We just need to ask Him believing!  
Bible study & prayer are good ways to stay closely 
connected to Jesus. 
 
About 50 members attended the State of Bethany    
Ministries Congregation Forum held Sunday October 
22 @12:30pm.  We discussed how we at Bethany can 
be proactive to meet the challenges of shrinking church 
membership, school enrollments, & offerings.  Several 
ideas were put forth by congregation members.  Some 
members talked pros & cons of a single service on  
Sundays in the interest of getting to know everyone  
better.  Jerry Miller shared that MAT is           
deliberating the idea but does not want to 
jump to a premature decision that is        
detrimental overall.  Jerry Miller shared 
the process MAT uses to contact         
delinquent members after a question 
from Pat Green.  We talked about how 
every member has responsibility to talk to 
someone they miss.  Kay Locatelli said 
some people feel that no one listens to 
them.  The current Council will listen to 
your ideas, but may or may not be able to accomplish 
results due to lack of knowledge, resources, or willing 
volunteers.  Member follow-through on their own ideas 
helps to make them practical & happen.  Bert Gaulke 
asked about contingency plans if the downward trend in 
participation in Bethany Ministry continues.  The     
answer is that with God’s help we plan to succeed but 
the congregation elected church council to monitor   
situations closely & recommend action when necessary.    
Another question: how can Bethany afford an assistant 
pastor?  Council, after due consideration, recommended 
that the congregation needs help & guidance how to 
reach young families for Jesus.  The assistant pastor job 
description defines these objectives.  The congregation 
approved the assistant pastor expenditure in the June 
budget.  The first year or 2 can be covered by “Growing 
to Serve” funds if necessary.  Our prayer is that God 
will use our whole congregation to reach more people 
for Jesus.   Carole Wilson suggested that offerings 
above your tithe can be designated for “Growing To 
Serve”.  Ken Celli shared that retired folks on a fixed 
income have difficulty increasing giving.  We discussed 
the Bible’s suggestion to tithe back to God a portion of 
the blessings He has given us, but  offering amount is 
decided by prayerful consideration between the        
individual and God.  Bethany will not tell you how 
much you should give.  Thanks to Diane Irby for      

organizing the nice lunch & fellowship time for the 
meeting.  Please find the attached meeting outline,   
income & expense projection, & people statistics to 
help you know what was discussed.  If you have any 
questions or ideas to share, please talk to a council 
member. 
 
Bethany’s assistant pastor call meeting is November 5 
at 12:30pm.  Thanks to the call committee for following 
through to interview candidates and prepare              
information summaries (copies in the narthex). 
Bethany’s semiannual congregation meeting will be 
January 28 at 12:30pm.  Please be there to hear Bethany 
ministry updates & help elect our delegate to the LCMS 
CNH district convention in May. 

 
Hew Hesterman, Diane Irby, & Pastor Greg 

are leading efforts to work with staff to 
plan how Bethany congregation can be 
more proactive in reaching young       

families for Christ.  Please contact them to 
find out how you can help.  Unfortunately, 
fires delayed the preschool singing originally    
scheduled Sunday,  October 15.  

 Watch for a new date. 
 

Thanks to Mel Riggert for organizing the videos about 
Martin Luther & the Reformation!  We are looking  
forward to November 5 video about the beginnings of  
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in America.  Thanks 
to Hew Hesterman & Marv Braa for their work to clean 
up our Orchard property on Oct 14. 
 
For your information: 
As of week 37 of 2017: Bethany general offerings add 
up to 153% of the monetary pledges made in January 
2017 not including anonymous donations for ministry 
& repair materials.  Thanks for putting the work of 
Christ first in your finances.  Take time to read         
GoBethany.com, Sunday bulletins, Breeze, & Eagle, to 
know what is happening in Bethany Ministries & plan 
your participation. 
 
Reporting for your church council,  
Ron Shively – Congregation President 

President’s Report 
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Bethany Lutheran School, Ulatis Campus 
Dr. Chris E. Smith, Principal 

Parents, 
 
We have successfully joined a new basketball league comprised of various 
schools in and around Vacaville. We are offering one boys’ team and girls team, 
however, the coaches we had lined up are unable to coach this Fall. We are ask-
ing for a volunteer coach for each of the teams. There is an 8-game schedule and 
practices are scheduled by the coach, meaning practices times and days may vary 
based on the availability of the coaches. If you are interested in helping coach a 
team please email me as soon as possible. You may also call Paula and indicate 
your interest to her as well.  
  
Thank you in advance for considering to help coach our wonderful students in 
basketball this year.  
  
In HIS Service, 
  
  
Dr. Smith  
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September 16, 2017 to October 15, 2017 

Week # Date 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communion 

Sunday 
School 

Weekly Totals—
Adult Bible Class  

Offerings  
of  

Hours 
 

38 09/17 172 118 - 4 N/A $2927 

39 09/24 108 N/A - 4 N/A $8612 

40 10/01 147 135 - 9 N/A $8235 

41 10/08 137 N/A - 9 43 $5306 

42 10/15 159 91 - 8 73 $3328 

Average *Weekly Worship Attendance for Current Calendar Year: 150 

** Not all Bible Study Classes take attendance Total Membership 

  303 Confirmed 

  352 Baptized 

  195 Households 

Numbers indicate totals for the year. Names refer to recent additions during the past month. 

1 Children Baptisms 
     Andrew Unverferth 

0 Received from Other  
Lutheran Churches 

0 
 

Released to Other Lutheran 
Church 
 

0 
 

1 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 
 

Adult Baptisms 
   
Adult Confirmations 
  
Profession of Faith (Reaffirmation) 
  
Transfers In 
  
Transfers Out 
  

0 
 

0 
 

1 
 
 

0 
 
 

0 
 
 

0 

Jr Confirmation of Members 
   
Jr Confirmation of Non-Members 
  
Funeral of Members 
 Ernie Campbell 
 
Funeral of Family or Friends  
of Members 
  
Deceased; Svc not Conducted by  
Bethany 
  
Funeral for non-member  

0 
 

0 
 

 20 
 
 

1 

Moved without Transfer 
  
Joined Non-Lutheran Church 
  
Removed from Roster at Own 
Request 
  
Marriages 
  

Weekly   
Giving 

(General 
Offering) 
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November  

Birthdays 

 

Confirmation Class—2017 
Katie and Dani Johnson 

 
Nov. 13—Witness of the Confirmands—6:30pm 
Nov. 19—Confirmation Service—11:15am 
                with a celebratory feast  
 following. See below... 

Thanksgiving Feast 
Sunday, November 19—12:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Come and enjoy a wonderful celebration for our 
two confirmands and for all that we are thankful 

for this Thanksgiving! 
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November 2017 

INJUSTICE – Today’s headlines tell about homeless families living in our area.  The       
headlines share the plight of children dying in the streets of our country.  Still more         
headlines tell the story of disasters from hurricanes and fire. 
     It just does not seem fair!  Tonight, you will go to bed in a warm house with plenty of 
blankets and a furnace to heat your home.  Your stomach will be full, and you can wake up 
tomorrow feeling refreshed.  Injustice haunts our lives.  We often turn our heads and 
make excuses, but injustices don’t go away, in fact, they grow.  The injustice in our world is 
not God’s doing, but is a result of sin in our lives. 
     The Good News is that in God’s eyes there is no injustice.  God sees each individual as 
important.  We are heirs of His kingdom – no matter if we have homes, full stomachs or 
disease-free bodies. 
     What kind of injustices do you see in our community?  What can you do to make a 
difference?  What difference does the Good News of God’s fairness make to you?  

LWML SUNDAY 
 A special worship service is planned for November 12th to celebrate all that God has 
done through LWML.  Come celebrate with us! 
 
ALERT!  CHRISTMAS FUND RAISER 

“WCAL Radio Presents, “A Down Home Christmas,” will be held December 2nd 
and will be a wonderful time for Bethany to get together with family and friends.  Tickets 
are on sale now!  The cost is $15 which includes dinner and theatre!!! 

 
MONDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

We meet each Monday at 7:00 pm. Terri Denton hosts it in her home at 521 Walnut 
Avenue, Vacaville.  Our current study is “Pew Sisters.”  Come!  Join the group, we always 
have room for more.  

 
MITE CHALLENGE – 2016-2017 

The MITES are sent to the LWML District.  The challenge to Bethany is $3500.  
The current total is $1717.33.  2017 is rapidly moving on.  The current Mites have helped 
fund 9 of the 16 projects in the CNH District! 

 
Let’s keep up the great work!  You can see the list of remaining grants on the 

LWML bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall entry. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
November 3-5  Holiday Craft Fair. 
November 9  LWML meeting 10:30 in B-8 
November 12  LWML Sunday 
December 2  WCAL Radio Theatre  
 
If you have an idea for a mission project, please come to one of 

the LWML meetings.  Many joyful hands are an asset and doing the 
Lord’s work is rewarding.  Praise God daily.   Encourage a fellow sister 
in Christ through the spoken word, cards, emails and prayers! 

 
Carole Wilson – LWML President 
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From Diane Conrad— 
 

I would like to say goodbye to all 
my sweet friends at Bethany. I've 
enjoyed my past 13 years as part 
of the congregation.  I am now 
moving on to a new adventure in 
my life in Indiana. First thing I'll 
do is find a nice Lutheran Church. 
I will be praying for Bethany. 
 
Diane Conrad 

REMEMBER: 
When you go to bed Satur-
day night, November 4—
turn back your clocks 1 
hour! 
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Sunday Services: 8:30 am Variety of Traditional and Contemporary (Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays) 

 11:15 am Variety of Traditional and Contemporary (Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays) 
 

Sunday 10:00 am Sunday School—Classes for Everyone 
  Adult Bible Studies:  "Psalms”- Bethany Women; Men’s Bible Study - “Stuff 

They Didn't Teach Me In Sunday School – Letters to the Church“ - facilitated 
by: the MAT  

   
Monday                     7:00 pm  “Pew Sisters" by Diane Conrad 
 

Wednesday 9:30 am “1 Chronicles” Bible Study by Bethany Ladies 

 5:00 pm “Ephesians” by Pastor Rittenbach 

  

  

Psalm 119: 10-12 
 

"With my whole  heart have I sought thee  O let me not wander from thy commandments.  Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.  Blessed art thou, O Lord:  teach me 
thy statutes." 
 
In the above passage, David says, Thy word have I hid in mine heart."  God's Word had become more 
than just sentences on paper.  It was living and powerful .  In verse 10 he was searching for God with 
his "whole heart."  This resulted in a passion for God's Word.  David found his application of God's 
Word to be a joy to his life and a  strength to turn from sin.  He yearned to know the Word of God. 
 
Having a daily devotion time is about more than just obedience to God. It is a practice that helps     
adjust our lives.  Spending time in God's Word causes it to sink into our hearts.  Then, we are 
equipped to make decisions according to God's will.  We will have a better understanding.  God's truth 
will come alive in us.  It will help us overcome sin.  When sin comes knocking; God's Word will remind 
us to flee from it.   
 
Make regular time for the Word. See it just like eating; make it an essential part of your life.  Your     
passion for the Word will continue to grow.  

FROM THE MAT 

http://www.lhm.org/men/studydetail.asp?id=17978
http://www.lhm.org/men/studydetail.asp?id=17978
http://www.lhm.org/men/studydetail.asp?id=17978
http://www.lhm.org/men/studydetail.asp?id=17978


 November 2017 

 

Family Paint Night @ Ulatis...................... Nov. 3 

LWML Craft Fair ............................... Nov. 3, 4, 5 

Circuit Pastors’ meeting ........................... Nov. 7 

Church Office Closed (Holiday) ............ Nov. 10 

Veterans’ Day ......................................... Nov. 11 

LWML Sunday ........................................ Nov. 12 

Youth—Honor God Event ....................... Nov. 12 

Witness of the Confirmands .................. Nov. 12 

Holiday Pie Pick Up ................................ Nov. 15 

VacaFISH ....................................... Nov. 17 & 18 

Confirmation Sunday ............................. Nov. 19 

Thanksgiving Feast ................................. Nov. 19 

Thanksgiving Eve Service ....................... Nov. 22 

Church Office Closed ................... Nov. 23 & 24 

Festival of the Trees ............................... Nov. 29 


